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Course Description: 
 
Welcome to US Government.  In this class we will be studying why people form governments, how 
ours were developed and work, the politics of power, and what avenues we have to exert influence at 
various levels.  In addition, we will also be focusing on critical reading, writing and discussion skills.  
 
Coursework:  
 
You will find that what you get out of our class will be proportional to what you put into it.  You will be 
required to work hard in order to do well, but your efforts will pay off significantly, not only in the form of 
grades, but in your understanding of and insight about government and our society.  Critical thinking and 
thoughtful questioning are particularly valuable when it comes to these topics, so these skills will be 
developed along with analytical, writing, and discussion skills.  In this class we will be using all kinds of 
activities to study government, from watching documentaries and doing simulations to having discussions.  
There will be regular assigned readings and homework that I expect you to complete before class so that we 
can spend our time together delving into the material (and so that you don’t have to lug those books to class 
every day).  Homework will be assigned by the week so you will know what is coming.  Units will end with 
a test (usually worth 50 points).  Make sure to keep all returned assignments; they will be useful in 
studying for the final.  At the end of the semester there will be a cumulative final exam and a common 
assessment worth 5% of your grade, as required by the district. 
 
Expectations: 
 
You should always come to class on time with a pencil and your notebook or binder and the homework 
done in advance as per the unit plan.  Just as importantly, I expect you to come prepared to listen attentively 
to me and to your classmates, to think deeply about the issues we tackle and to contribute in a way that is 
both thoughtful and constructive.  Of course, we all have days where we don’t necessarily feel like sharing 
brilliant insights with everyone, so on those days I expect you at the very least to be respectful, kind, and 
cooperative; let Chloe know if you’re having one of those days.   
 
Please express your thoughts and questions openly in class, and in a way that is appropriate (raise your hand 
when we are talking in a group, do not interrupt or insult others, etc.).  I take pride in my classroom being a 
safe space for all students, so I do not tolerate any kind of harassment or denigrating comments.  We are 
here as a community of learners, meaning that we are each and all responsible for maintaining the kind of 
class where we know we will be listened to, taken seriously, and treated with respect as we deal with many 
difficult and controversial events in government that affect us all in modern society.  To make this possible, 
I expect all phones to be put away on silent or off.  If you are expecting an urgent text or call, please let me 
know in advance so no one will be surprised if you step out to deal with it.  Otherwise you should not 
make yourself available to those outside of class except at break time.  Of course, any emergency 
contacts can be made through the Main Office at 994-2025. 

 
I do expect you to sign up for notifications from EdModo so you can receive regular updates about our 
class.  Please communicate with me if you are having trouble with any aspect of the class.  I am more than 
happy to meet with you outside of class to help you with work or answer any questions you might have.  If 
you have questions about an assignment or your grade, please consult our website, Powerschool or your 
classmates first, then come to me in person at lunch or during a free block.  Email is best used for time-
sensitive issues (e.g. explaining why an emergency situation necessitates an extension on an assignment due 
the next day) or questions that cannot be answered in person. 



 
Materials:
Magruder’s American Government textbook, 3-ring binder with dividers, 3-hole punched paper OR 
notebook, pencils and pens. 

Late Work & Retakes: 
I expect you to turn in your assignments on time, so late work will be placed at the bottom of the grading 
pile and will only be eligible for up to 50% credit; I do not guarantee that late work will be counted 
for credit until the marking period. If you need an extension on a project, assignment or paper make sure 
to communicate with me at least a day before it is due.  Each interim you may retake a single quiz if you 
scored below 60%.  Also, if you score below 62% on a unit test, you may do corrections for up to half 
points, due one week after tests are returned; see specific instructions available on EdModo.  
 
Help, I missed a day!  What do I do? 
If you have to miss a day of class, it is your (important!) responsibility to get any make up class work from 
your classmates, EdModo & the extra handouts bin.  After you have done each of those things, come to Chloe 
before or after class with any questions you still have. If you have an excused absence, you have the same 
number of class periods you missed to make up the work (if you miss Monday, you have until Friday’s class 
to turn in Monday’s homework).  In those cases please write “excused absence” on the top of the assignment 
when you turn it in so that you don’t get penalized J.  
 
Extra Credit: 
Occasionally I will offer extra points for a write up of a relevant event or lecture.  I also allow one movie 
write-up per quarter worth up to 10 extra credit points if it meets my requirements.  Check out the “Quarterly 
Extra Credit Film Write Up” assignment on EdModo if you are interested in this option.  Also, if you hear 
about an opportunity that is related to government, please tell me!   
 
Grading Policy: 
My grade system is based on points and is pretty straightforward: your grade is based on your total points 
received divided by the number of possible points assigned.  This means no weighting!  However, to be in 
accordance with district policy, the common assessment is worth ≥ 5% of the points towards your final 
grade. 
 
A: 93-100% 
A-: 90-92% 
B+: 88-89% 

B: 83-87% 
B-: 80-82% 
C+: 78-79% 

C: 73-77% 
C-: 70-72% 
D+: 68-69% 

D: 63-67% 
D-: 60-62% 
No Credit: 0-59%

 
Academic Dishonesty: 
I expect each of you to do work that is both high quality and that is your own.  Under no circumstances will 
I tolerate cheating, plagiarism (using words written by someone else without giving them credit), or other 
forms of dishonesty.  This includes copying homework.  Even though Wikipedia is written by a lot of 
people, you still have to cite it; the same goes for all web pages, and even textbooks.  For example, if you 
use quote from ours, you must cite it as (p. 59, American Government).  If there is some question as to 
whether a source is valid or whether you need to cite what you are using, please ask!  I cannot emphasize 
this enough, especially because at many colleges plagiarism is an offense punishable with expulsion.  Any 
work you turn in that is not your own will receive a zero. 

 
Sappy (but True!) Final Word: 
Now that I’ve gotten most of the business out of the way, I need to say a couple of things.  Knowledge of 
government is one of the most crucial subjects for people to understand to make our democracy work, and in 
our current political climate this is particularly crucial.  It will be especially important to remember that no 
matter what your political views that there is not consensus in our classroom on any given political issue, and 
it will be important to remember that as we move forward in talking about difficult and often sensitive topics.  
I’m looking forward to getting to know you; I love teaching not just because I get to teach subjects I love, but 
because I get to teach and learn from a lot of amazing people.  If you work hard you will do well here, and 
with your input our class will be worthwhile and a lot of fun. 


